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“Evidently someone here feared the end
was approaching and hid his property,
perhaps in the hope of collecting it

later when calm was restored to the region,” re-
ported the excavation directors on behalf of the Is-
rael Antiquities Authority. While the Netivei Israel
– National Transport Infrastructure Company was
engaged in extensive work on the Highway 1 pro-
ject, which is the main thoroughfare connecting Tel
Aviv and Jerusalem, the Israel Antiquities Authority
discovered pottery sherds. The discovery “resulted
in an archaeological excavation in which a previ-
ously unknown settlement from the Late Second
Temple period was discovered,” in addition to “a
rare hoard of coins that was found in one of its 

houses.” The hoard of 114 bronze coins was re-
tained in a “ceramic money box,” and has been
dated to the fourth year of [the] Great Revolt of the
Jews against the Romans, which led to the subjuga-
tion of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple
in AD 70.1 The discovery is most interesting in
comparison to Jesus’ parable of the talents (Matt
25:14-30, NASB).

14 “For it is just like a man about to go on a journey,

who called his own slaves and entrusted his posses-

sions to them. 15 To one he gave five talents, to an-

other, two, and to another, one, each according to his

own ability; and he went on his journey. 16 Immedi-

ately the one who had received the five talents went

and traded with them, and gained five more talents.

!The hoard as it was discovered in the
excavations near Jerusalem
Credit: Vladimir Niihin, courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority
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17 In the same manner the one who had received the

two talents gained two more. 18 But he who received

the one talent went away, and dug a hole in the

ground and hid his master’s money.

19 “Now after a long time the master of those slaves

came and settled accounts with them. 20 The one who

had received the five talents came up and brought five

more talents, saying, ‘Master, you entrusted five talents to

me. See, I have gained five more talents.’ 21 His master

said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were

faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many

things; enter into the joy of your master.’

22 “Also the one who had received the two talents

came up and said, ‘Master, you entrusted two talents to

me. See, I have gained two more talents.’ 23 His master

said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were

faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many

things; enter into the joy of your master.’

24 “And the one also who had received the one talent

came up and said, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man,

reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you

scattered no seed. 25 And I was afraid, and went away

and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is

yours.’

26 “But his master answered and said to him, ‘You

wicked, lazy slave, you knew that I reap where I did not

sow and gather where I scattered no seed. 27 Then you

ought to have put my money in the bank, and on my ar-

rival I would have received my money back with interest.

28 Therefore take away the talent from him, and give it

to the one who has the ten talents.’

29 “For to everyone who has, more shall be given, and

he will have an abundance; but from the one who does

not have, even what he does have shall be taken away.

30 Throw out the worthless slave into the outer dark-

ness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing

of teeth.”

The actions of the third slave in the parable are
similar to those of the owner of the recently dis-
covered bronze coins. Both individuals buried their
coins in the ground as the consequence of fear. Ev-
idently, the owner of the bronze coins buried his
cache in the context of war. The residents of the
Judean village, where excavators discovered the
buried coins, were “active participants in both of

the major uprisings against the Romans—the Great
Revolt and the Bar Kokhba Revolt.”2 The owner of
the coins intended to survive the dreadful events
and reclaim the cache at a subsequent time.

Of course, the Olivet Discourse of Matthew 24—
25 begins with Christ’s prophecy of the AD 70 de-
struction of Jerusalem and the Temple, which was
the impetus for burying the hoard of bronze coins
in Judea. The parable of the talents was given near
the conclusion of Jesus’ earthly ministry. Prior to
that parable, the Lord cleansed the Temple by ex-
pelling the moneychangers (21:12-17). Subse-
quently, the Lord taught another parable
(21:33-46), which depicted landowners who repre-
sented Israel’s first-century religious leaders and
who were responsible for shepherding God’s peo-
ple. The purpose for the parable was to illustrate
God’s judgment against them for their rejection of
Jesus.

Jesus also outwitted the religious leaders in their
carefully designed and planned question regarding
the payment of taxes (22:15-22), which was a far
more volatile issue than modern discussions. The
timing of Jesus’ answer was critical, as it was a cru-
cial moment when decisive action was needed on
the Lord’s part. Borrowing a coin with Caesar’s in-
scription and likeness upon it (which ironically, He
did not possess yet those seeking to trap Him did
possess), He said some of the most significant
words in history: “render to Caesar the things that
are Caesar’s; and to God the things that are God’s”
(v. 21). The impact of Jesus’ words upon Western
civilization is colossal, as the Lord acknowledged
the legitimacy of human government (cf. Rom 13:1-
7; 1 Tim 2:1-6; 1 Pet 2:13-17), in addition to priori-
tizing the greater responsibility to God, who has
created humanity, and redeems believers by grace
through faith. At this point, it is importance to note
the economic motifs throughout the parables,
which in every instance were meant to condemn
the wickedness of Israel’s leaders, and would culmi-
nate in the nation’s destruction.

The parable of the ten virgins (Matt 25:1-13) em-
phasized preparation for coming events. Through-
out His ministry, Jesus was seeking and saving all
those whom the Father had given Him, whose faith
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The parable of the ten virgins (Matt 25:1-13) emphasized preparation for
coming events. Throughout His ministry, Jesus was seeking and saving
all those whom the Father had given Him, whose faith in Him would
enable them to be prepared for the second coming of the Lord. 

in Him would enable them to be prepared for the sec-
ond coming of the Lord. Although many will “come
out of the great tribulation . . . [having] washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb” (Rev 7:14), some will endure to the end of
that period, and “will be saved” (Matt 24:13).
Whereas the parable of the virgins emphasizes spiri-
tual alertness (25:13), the parable of the talents prior-
itizes faithful service (vv. 14, 19, 21, 23, 26, 30).

The parable begins with a forthright assertion
that a master departed “on a journey” and to “his
own slaves . . . entrusted his possessions.” No ex-
planation is provided regarding the purpose of the
expedition. The context would seem to indicate
that the master’s departure was necessary due to ei-
ther governmental affairs or a military enterprise,
especially since the parable concludes with Jesus
declaring that when He “comes in His glory,” it will
be to judge “all the nations” (vv. 31-32). Judgment
is the context, as evident in the parallels: the master
returned to settle accounts with his slaves, just as
the Son of Man will return to judge all the nations.
Understanding this context helps shed light on the
actions of the third slave, who buried all the posses-

sions allotted to him, which is characteristic of
wartime (similar to the individual who buried the
ancient money box in AD 70, as Jerusalem was
falling to the Romans, which is the precise event
prophesied in 24:2).

The master’s response to the third servant revealed
that the servant’s motives were disloyal, evil, and
unloving (25:26). The servant’s laziness was not be-
cause he lacked ability or opportunity; rather, he
simply refused to do any work or invest himself in
the master’s work, because he selfishly believed the
dangers outweighed any faith-motivated risks. The
other two slaves had faith in their master, and thus
expected his return as sufficient reason to invest the
allotted resources during wartime. The master was
angry with the third servant because he was faithless
and selfish by intending to use the man’s absence for
his own personal expediency (cf. Luke 12:41-48).

The parable of the talents is a condemnation
upon the Jewish religious leaders for being given
much (cf. Matt 13:12), yet who became character-
ized as a barren and faithless generation (21:18-32).
They rejected Jesus to serve their own wretched de-
sires (21:33-41), which would culminate in their
own destruction (vv. 42-44). Only those alert for
the Master’s coming “will be saved” and thus able to
share the blessedness of His coming kingdom. As
opposed to disloyalty, the Lord’s servants are to in-
vest resources through radical, righteous, and even
risky obedience to Him (always by His grace and for
His glory).

(734)
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